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C lara LaWanda Render, 73, passed away peacefully and went home to be with

her Heavenly Father on Tuesday, February 21, 2023, in the Hospice Care
Center. She was born July 14, 1949, in Chattanooga, Tennessee to Felmon Lee and

Annie Mae Williams. She was affectionately called “Wanda” by her family and

friends. Wanda was a 1967 graduate of Riverside High School. She received her
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education with a minor in Health from the

prestigious Tennessee State University in Nashville, Tennessee. Wanda relocated to
Chattanooga after graduation to pursue her teaching career with the City of

Chattanooga and Hamilton County Public Schools. She was known to her students

and colleagues as an advocate for education. She was well respected and received
accolades for her exemplary teaching style, leadership, and her genuine concern for

the well-being of her students. She believed that every student had the capacity and
capability to do remarkable things. She was such the educator, that she taught her

daughter to read and write at an early age. She believed in supporting historically

Black colleges and universities and encouraged her daughter and others to follow the
same route. She would always say, “do not take any opportunity for granted and

never give up.” When assisting her daughter in her first year in college, Wanda stated
with a slight hint of humor “Tara, do not make this college journey a social

experiment.” She was extremely proud when her daughter graduated with honors
from the esteemed Virginia Union University in 1993. After 30 plus years of service,

Wanda retired from the Hamilton County Public School System in 2007. While

enjoying her retirement, Wanda continued to live her life in a way that pleased God.
She was a godly woman who believed in being a vital asset to her community, her

church, and most importantly to her family and friends. She was the matriarch, the
mediator, the prayer warrior, a giver, and a true light. She was kind, generous, loyal,

faithful, and committed to all those she cared for and loved. She could change the
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atmosphere with her beautiful presence and leave you with a good laugh. Wanda

received the Lord as her Savior at an early age and in her early years was a former
member of Mt. Canaan Baptist Church under the pastorage of the late Rev. Melvin T.

Jordan. She continued to render her talents and gifts unto God while being an active
member of Eastdale Village Community United Methodist Church, where her

brother, the late Rev. Stanley R. Williams was pastor, and her niece Rev. Charlotte

Williams is the current pastor. Wanda was the former Treasurer, a member of the
choir, hospitality committee, and member of the usher board. She believed in

showing God’s love outside the walls of the church. She loved the Lord with all her
heart and found joy in helping others. She touched so many lives and always

believed, “A friend loves at all times.” (Proverbs 17:17)

Wanda was preceded in death by her parents, Felmon Lee and Annie Mae Williams;
paternal grandparents, Foster and Clara Williams; maternal grandparents, Samuel

Bankston and Josie Ashford; brothers, Bernard Williams, Charles T. Williams,
Felmon L. Williams, Torome Williams, and Rev. Stanley R. Williams; uncle, Curtis E.

Foster. She leaves to cherish her precious memories to her loyal and beautiful

daughter, Tara M. Wynn; grandson, Aaron J. Williams, both of Richmond, VA; loving
and caring sister, Cathy Ann (Richard) Bragg of Chattanooga; devoted and faithful

brothers, Larry Williams, Carlton Williams, and Dannie (Gweneford) Williams, all of
Chattanooga; dear and cherished friends, Mrs. Nellie R. Warren and the late Freddie

Warren, Jr., Mrs. Sarah Broadnax, and Mrs. Buel V. Walker, all of Chattanooga; and a
host of nieces; nephews; cousins; other relatives and friends. Memorial service will

be on Saturday, March 4, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. in the chapel of Taylor Funeral Home

with Pastor Charlotte Williams as the eulogist.
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Memorial Service

Taylor  Funeral Home of Chattanooga, Inc

3417 Wilcox Boulevard, Chattanooga TN 37411
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RA Regina  Acklin lit a candle in honor of Clara.

June 5 at 2:53 AM

DP Dedra  B. Partridge posted:

Dedra B. Partridge Sending condolences and prayers to the Render and Williams families. May

your love one Rest In Paradise.🕊️

March 4 at 5:10 PM

GM Gracelia  Moore sent a virtual gift in honor of Clara.

Condolences to the Render Family. May God’s love and peace be with you all.

Member of Riverside Class 1970.

March 4 at 3:29 PM

HK Herman And Elayne Kelley posted:

Condolences to the Williams family🌹Herman and Elayne Kelley

March 3 at 3:21 PM

GB Gertrude Appling Bailey posted:

Sending condolences to the family.

March 3 at 12:59 PM

TF The Render  Family sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Render family.

March 3 at 8:24 AM
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SP Sarah Parks lit a candle in honor of Clara.

Such a wonderful high school friend and we followed each other to TSU. Had

many adventures together. My condolences to the family. God be with you.

March 3 at 3:56 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Render family.

March 2 at 7:37 AM

GG Gloria  Patton Griffin lit a candle in honor of Clara.

March 2 at 7:30 AM

MB Myrna  And Benny posted:

You shared so much about your beautiful mother that it was easy to call her mom too without even

ever meeting her. Prayers of comfort and love. Love you Myrna and Benny

February 28 at 2:44 PM

JW Jaffee White lit a candle in honor of Clara.

February 24 at 5:08 PM

SF Sarah Foster  lit a candle in honor of Clara.

We extend our deepest sympathy to you all, praying that God will comfort you

and give you peace. Love you all The Bankhead Family

February 24 at 3:54 PM
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KI Kisha  posted:

Hey Cuz!! Keeping you and the family in prayer!! I remember my mom telling me how sweet your

mama was! Very good memories!! Love You❤️❤️

February 24 at 7:27 AM

GB Glenda  Briscoe lit a candle in honor of Clara.

February 24 at 7:19 AM

CC Cardella  F Cummings lit a candle in honor of Clara.

February 24 at 7:14 AM

MT Marva  Brown Taylor  lit a candle in honor of Clara.

February 24 at 6:48 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Clara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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